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February 17, 2015 
 
 
Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure 
Administrative Office of the United States Courts 
One Columbus Circle 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

 
Re: Proposed Amendments to the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure 
 
 
Dear Members of the Advisory Committee: 
 
 Dershowitz, Eiger & Adelson submits these comments on the proposed amendments to the 
Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure currently being considered by the Committee, and 
appreciate the opportunity for comment.  Members of our firm have been practicing in federal 
appellate courts across the country since 1968, and we have filed hundreds of briefs in those 
forums on behalf of our appellant clients, in primarily criminal matters.  We write to share our 
deep concerns about the proposed reductions in the word limitations. 
 
 Some of our cases have involved a one-count indictment, presenting one or two narrow 
issues on appeal.  But far more have involved multi-defendant trials with 10,000 pages of 
transcripts, hundreds of exhibits, multiple pre-trial motions and hearings, jury deliberations that 
last for days, and multi-day sentencing proceedings.  Some indictments are ninety counts, with 
verdicts split irrationally on the counts of conviction.  Sometimes argument by trial counsel over 
an evidentiary or expert issue will spread over many days of transcript, and frequently the district 
court will revisit an issue repeatedly during a trial.  It is not uncommon for such large and 
complex cases to involve eight or ten meritorious issues on appeal.   
 
 As appellate counsel, we strive for clean and to-the-point briefs, being conscious of the 
constraints on the time and resources of the appellate courts.  However, when the facts are 
complex and the legal issues manifold, we struggle to square a concise presentation with an 
analysis that is thorough and comprehensive.  Very often we are required to dedicate several days  
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